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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

Principal Positive Outcomes for Parents as Scholars Graduates 
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PaS Graduates Performed Very Well in College: Their 
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employment research, and interviewing count as participation. to encourage, like post-secondary education, without harmful 
A PaS participant must make satisfactory academic progress by effect to their federal work participation rate. Maine's ability to 

maintaining a 2.0 grade point average in order to continue in utilize its MOE funds flexibly made PaS possible.^ 
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Individuals who leave welfare without a post-secondary Another study concluded that "achieving a bachelor's degree . 

degree, however, earn a median hourly wage of only $7.50. increased women's annual median income by as much as 71 

Thus, PaS graduates are earning a median hourly wage that is percent."” 

56% higher than that earned by welfare leavers without a 
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pletely. Of the three remaining on TANF, two continued to the respondents who were TANF leavers had gone off but been 

receive some benefits while working part-time (one who worked forced to return to welfare during the 1997 to 2001 period 

in a specialized field was having difficulty finding full-time work before leaving again. In addition, nearly 1 in 10 leavers had left 

and another worked part-time while caring for her two special and returned to TANF more than once during that period, 

needs children) and one, who graduated in December 2001, 



PaS graduates, however, are far more likely to avoid having to As a group, these college graduates will help to increase 
return to welfare because women with any education beyond Maine's per capita income, which was $24,603 in 1999, compared 

high school have a 41 % better chance of avoiding a return to to the national figure of $28,542.“ Studies reveal that across the 

welfare than those who do not complete high school.^ One nation, the percentage of adults with a four year college degree 

researcher has concluded that education "is more important in is the lead indicator of a state's per capita income, accounting 




o 

in 



0^ 


CD 






a; 


— 


■M 


>v 


(D 


LO 




C 


(/) 

0 


D 


0 


k- 


0 


'+-» 


KJ 


M- 


CD 


CD 


CD 


C 


in 

(U 

E 


■M 


0^ 

■M 


0 


g 


0 


u 


U) 


+-» 


c 


CD 


■0 


CD 


3 


o; 


4-» 


-0 


CD 


■q. 


;> 


Q. 


CD 

KJ 


''U 


E 


k- 

0 

a 


c 

M- 

0 


0 

u 


c 


0^ 


rsi 


in 


■M 

CD 


ai 


(U 


u. 




U 

C 


jn 




0 




c 


k- 


C 


0 


0^ 

lt 

T3 


'cD 


tn S 

g ^ 



0^ 

■M 



^ “D 



0^ 

0^ ^ 
0) ^ 



0^ 



in (U 



q; 

(U 

= Q) 



> 

fO 




I 



% 






I 









Si 



I 






I 






s: 









r| 



95 



■*«» 

^ I 

-is 

I 



1 






.4-k 








tbO 










Si 




a 



§ 



^ I 

s: ^ 

2 ^ 



S! 



Si i. 

S Si ^ 

^ ^ 

I c 



2 






t:s 

s; 

^ i 



I 

'S 

r ?<)■§ 



. 4 ^ 






Cb 

Cl 

c 



•C: 



Si 

St 

g 

» 



^ tio s 
5 -S s 

•a I 

2 'S ^ 

5 t; 5 

B § § 

I 

^ ^ Si 

S -S 

^ Co ^ 

t T I 






€ 






^ -i 



Si 

Cb 

Si 



?5> 

S^-l 

s ^ I 



c 5 ^ 

^ Si 

I 

•S s 



s: 






Si 






's: 



S’ 



Si 

I 
-§ 
R: 

.Si Ss. 
?=s 

^ s: 

^ Si 



1 

Si 

§ 



&3 



^ -g 

^ a 

S f 

Si ^ 
2 

-4ij 5: 
Si ^ 






I 



00 




l 2 




iLi 





In Maine, employment data reveal that 27.3% of the jobs IncrBdSGCl SGlf-EstGGITI 

existing in 1998 required at least some post-secondary training 

and 24% actually required post-secondary degrees. By 2008, it is When asked how undertaking post-secondary education 
predicted that 28.5% of jobs in Maine will require a minimum of affected their feelings about their lives, opportunities, and rela- 

post-secondary vocational training and 25.1 % will require at tionships, PaS participants nearly unanimously reported enor- 
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Implications for TANF Reauthorization 

Maine's experience offers a powerful example of the value of 

a college education in moving families from reliance on TANF to "I know if it weren’t for Parents as Scholars I would never have been 

economic self-sufficiency. PaS graduates earn more money, are able to attend college, afford child-care, or put food on the table. 





Kim Lawrence and daughter Molly 



Giving states more flexibility with their TANF dollars would 
provide low-income families throughout the country greater 
equity in accessing this opportunity. Moreover, the public over- 
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